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when Austria had carefully avoided preparations against
Russia, roused the Kaiser's indignation. He had been
sincerely trying to mediate and bring Austria to accept the
"pledge plan" and satisfy Russia by direct negotiations;
but meanwhile Russia had been getting a five days' start
in military preparations. "I cannot agree to any more
mediation/' he noted, "since the Tsar who requested it has
at the same time secretly mobilized behind my back. It is
only a manoeuvre, in order to hold us back and increase the
start they have already got- My work is at an end!" 82
So the German effort to preserve peace by the old means
of direct telegrams between the two monarchs came to
nothing, owing to Austria's declaration of war on Serbia
and to the consequent Russian partial mobilization, as well
as to the other secret military measures of the "Period Pre-
paratory to War" which the Tsar had ordered at Krasnoe
Selo on July 25.   Several more telegrams were exchanged
between "Willy" and "Nicky," but they had no chance of
success,  because  Russia's general mobilization, ordered
about 6 P. M. on July 30, had made a general European
war virtually inevitable.
bethmann's pressure at vienna
As we have seen above, Bethmann sent off the "pledge
plan" to Vienna on the evening of July 28, with instruc-
tions to Tschirschky to express himself "emphatically" to
Berchtold and to "wire reply." 83  At the same time he had
notified England and Russia that he was doing his best to
persuade Vienna to come to a frank and friendly discussion
with St. Petersburg, and that he wished to cooperate to
maintain the general peace.   "A war between the Great
Powers must be avoided," he bad told the British Ambas-
sador.   But he now began to be seriously embarrassed be-
cause he received no reply from Berchtold to the proposed
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83 gee above, at note 69.

